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Advent a Time for
—aith and Hope

The cynical person has lost hope. The world has
driven it out. The cynic is trapped by their own
experience. In a way, it's like being in a closed
system. Nothing new seems to be able to break
through. And we don’t have to be 100% cynics to
have felt this. Advent is a step toward an antidote
for the cynic in all of us. Advent looks to something
new. But not just new.

New and outside the closed system of one’s own experience.
The birth of Jesus is God breaking into our world (and our
individual closed system) with genuinely good news that cannot
be fitted into the box of our current experience. The birth of Jesus
is good news of great joy for all of us, and it cannot be squashed
into existing ways of thinking, feeling, and acting. Relying on only
what we think, feel, and do now feels natural. It might appear to
be the only way of looking at reality and our lives. (Itisn't.)

And that’s why the word ‘faith’ is often so appropriate for those
of us opening ourselves to God’s newness. We might feel a little
lost trying to navigate God’s new possibilities without the life
jacket of familiar ways of thinking, acting, and feeling. It might
feel like what | know already is more real than what | am holding
by faith. Opening up to God’s newness requires me to act, feel,
and think in different ways, even when it feels like what | am
exploring isn't as real as what | know. Faith expands our vision
and reinvigorates hope.

WARREN

For more of Warren’s work see his blog at
http://classic-theology-new.blogspot.com.au

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE:

5.00 PM. CHILDREN’S SERVICE

6.30 PM. TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH CAROLS AND HOLY COMMUNION

11.00 CAROLS

11.30 MIDNIGHT MASS

CHRISTMAS DAY:

9.00 A.M. CHRISTMAS DAY HOLY COMMUNION

Presidential
Address

to Synod,
October 18th, 2025.

The First Session of the Forty-
Sixth Triennial Synod was held at
Trinity College, Gawler, in October.
The following brief extracts from
Archbishop Geoff Smith’s speech
reflect his work with us since
2017. Two weeks later, he laid up
his pastoral staff at a service in St
Peter’s Cathedral.

On Synodality. Without the Holy
Spirit, we cannot be on the road
together. Without the Holy Spirit, we
cannot discern the mind of Christ
for Christ’s mission in this Diocese.
While we individually discern...
Parish councils, annual vestry
meetings, prayer and bible study
groups, and Diocesan Council....
are all involved in this process

of discernment for the life of the
church.

On Vision. | think we, as a Diocese,
continue to derive great benefit
from the Diocesan Vision statement
and four strategic priorities. The
vision statement is Adelaide
Anglicans flourishing and united

in God'’s love, with four strategic
pillars: Growing in Discipleship

and Sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ; Connecting in and
with Communities; Advocating and
working for Social Justice, and,
Caring for Creation and Each Other.

| would like to highlight four key
elements of our life together that
reflect our shared vision. The first
is clergy well-being. The second
element of our life together is lay
ministry education. At least 98%
of the members of the Diocese
are not ordained. All the baptised
are called to share the ministry
of Christ and need formation and

FUND RAISING
EVENTS ¢

See page 2

education to do that. The third
element of our life is the emergence
of lay forums for the diocese....The
fourth element of our life together

is Hope25, a national evangelism
project.

On Context. Jesus ministered in a
particular context. The gospel must
always be expressed in a culture, in
a context. It needs to be incarnated.
What’s going on is hard to say.
What we can say is that prayer is
really important. As is a focus on
faithful preaching and teaching

the Christian faith. Creating a
welcoming culture and looking for
people to welcome is important.
The task of helping Christians to
share the Christian hope that is
within them is critically important.

Conclusion

Nearly nine years ago, on the 3rd
of December 2016, the synod of
the Diocese elected me to be the
10th Bishop of Adelaide. Mitre
Ten....I want to thank the synod

for the privilege of serving as the
bishop of Adelaide. To those whom
| have offended or disappointed,

| ask for your forgiveness. Thank
you for your fellowship in the
gospel. We have done good things
together...

For a copy of the whole address, see
Warren, Ann, Sarah or Wendy J.

PEOPLE IN
THE PARISH

See page 3



Preparing
for the Book
Sale

The fete in October is our
biggest fundraising event

and also one which for many
years has been an activity
which brings many friends

from the community, to help

as volunteers and to buy our
extraordinary range of items.
The fete this year was preceded
by a large book sale (there
were still plenty of books left for
the fete) and a fashion parade,
titled “Design, Reassign”

with afternoon tea, displaying
some of the clothes for sale

Second Wind Ensemble

and offering attenders an early
chance to buy bargains.

In November we held two
weekend garage sales,
associated with the wider
Garage Sale Trail. The activities
together realized $26,564.
Proceeds will support the
expenses of the parish and our
missions, including the Modawa
Institute in PNG. On November
2nd, Bishop Jeff Driver visited
(see photo on p3) and was able
to update us on the work of the

Institute, which provides for the
three disciplines of teaching,
nursing and theology, to come
together under one banner
and share the same academic
facilities and infrastructure. St
Columba’s has contributed in
financial ways for many years.
Bishop Jeff expressed thanks
again for our work. Special
thanks to Sue, Jane, Neville,
and all the volunteers who
have contributed to recent
fundraising in the parish.

We sold lots
of books!

and clothes!




Elizabeth finished as
office manager

Catherine Hodge has been
a member of the Sanctuary
Guild for more than 50
years. One of her special
skills has been attending
to the Advent Wreath each
year.

Margaret Piper is an artist,
specializing in portraits.
Here she is showing Helen
Adcock some of her work
prior to the Mothers’ Union
meeting.

Bishop Jeffrey Driver visited
the parish in November,
and he had a discussion
with Sophia about things
we are grateful for.

One of the children at
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Columba Playtime teaches
a new member how to play
the floor piano and Charles
pops up as a caterpillar.

And in the office, Elizabeth
finished as office manager.
The moment was
celebrated with a cake at
morning tea on a Friday.
Elizabeth will still be doing
many things around the
place, though!

Robert Black and John
Rawes enjoy reading at
various services. Most
recently, they read at the
RSCM Christ the King
Evensong. (see p4)

Charles the
Caterpillar
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Sundays:
8.00 a.m.
9.30am

BCP Eucharist

Contemporary Holy
Communion

Weekdays:

Tuesdays: 10.30 a.m.

BCP Eucharist
5.30 p.m.:
Evening Prayer
in the Church
9.30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
10.00 a.m.
Bible Study

Wednesdays:

Fridays:

OGo

SERVICES ON FACEBOOK
AND YOUTUBE:

Tuesdays

at 5.00 p.m.: Message of the Day

by Warren.

Wednesdays at

5.00 p.m.: Evening Prayer

on Faceboo

Thursdays at
5.00 p.m.: Reflection

You can always watch these at a later time
if you wish.

PLAYGROUP: 10.00am

Columba Playtime
in school term time.

PARISH PRIEST:

The Reverend Dr Warren Huffa
email: rector@columba.org.au

PASTORAL MINISTRY WORKER:
Ann Nadge

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND
OUTREACH WORKER:
Julie Ascher-Ellis

PARISH OFFICE:

8272 7266

email: welcome@columba.org.au
Usual opening times:
Wednesday 12.00 - 2.00 pm
Friday 11.00 - 12.30 pm

PRIEST'S WARDEN:
ANN NADGE

PEOPLE’S WARDEN:
MARK ENGELHARDT
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ANGLICAN
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website: www.columba.org.au

101 CROSS ROAD HAWTHORN

If you do not wish to continue receiving “The
Messenger” or if you wish to receive it by
email, please advise us as through contact
details shown here.
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Royal School
of Church Music.

Richard Black is Chair of the S.A. Branch of  and the animals’ call, and who gave to
RSCM. On October 25th, the Spring Festival ~ David and all of your musicians psalms and
of Music, including Evensong, was held at songs to calm and hymn this beauty; help
St Columba’s. Evensong was also held on us to find what is most creative in ourselves
November 23rd to celebrate Christ the King.  that we can sing and make music that is
Regardless of our ability, the Collect for worthy of all you give us, and add to the
Musicians, from Ps 98, can inspire all of us glorious sound of praise that rises from all
as we worship. “ O God, who sings through  your grateful creatures through Jesus Christ
creation in the melody of its waters and the our Lord. Amen.”

wind in the trees, in the lilt of the songbird

Evensong Readers Robert and John

St Columba'’s
Mission Action Plan Outline.

Our vision is to provide A Living Experience of Christianity. Church life in this place has
responded to changing contexts since 1898, but we have continued to build upon the
rock of our faith.

The seven pillars that underpin our life together include Worship, Community and Care,
Proclamation, Formation, Pathways, Management and Inheritance. Some clear directions
for future Mission Action Plans (MAP) have emerged from an extended process of
reflection and consultation around the pillars.

Initial goals and strategies for 2026/2027, related to the pillars, include:
1. An ‘Introduction to Christianity’ Course.
. Rethinking Aimost Like Church.
. A new niche family service.
. An Inter- parish/Deanery Faith sharing seminar.
. A fellowship group for men.
. A Community Volunteer Program.
. Sessions on Being Together, responding to conflict/ being a bystander.

. Scenario planning: the viability of keeping the rectory and uses of the parish
centre for mission.
9. St Columba’s Celebrates: The Month of June, 2026, including Patronal Festival;
History Week display/talks; Soirée.
We look forward to developing these plans and creating more opportunities for the
St Columba’s extended community to engage with A Living Experience of Christianity.
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DIARY DATES 2025/26

DECEMBER

Saturday 6 - Sunday 7: Bishop
Election Synod

Sunday 7: 9am service followed
by Vestry Meeting; Carols in the
Close & Children’s Nativity
Monday 8: Mothers’ Union
Christmas lunch

Friday 12: End of School Year

JANUARY 2026 FEBRUARY
Sunday 4: Baptism Monday 9: Mothers’ Union
Tuesday 27: Start of School Year Wednesday 18: Ash Wednesday




